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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. A 
patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. The abstract 
should be presented in a single paragraph of 150 words or less commencing on a 
separate sheet following the claims. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 7/30/2004 has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 16 and 18 were cancelled and claims 8, 11, 13, 15, 23 and 24 were 
amended per the preliminary amendment filed 10/31/2004. Claims 1-15, 17 and 19-27 
are pending in the instant application. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-15, 17 and 19-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hahn-Carlson (Patent Application Publication 2004/0010463 A1). 

Referring to claim 1 . Hahn-Carlson discloses an apparatus for use in making a 
purchase decision regarding purchase of a plurality of units of a good or service at a 
particular purchasing time from a plurality of potential suppliers (Hahn-Carlson: at least 
claim 14, "...wherein the pricing engine is adapted to identify prices for a particular 
transaction between the buyer and a plurality of sellers and to inform the buyer of the 
prices."), the apparatus comprising 

• Means for determining or otherwise obtaining a total quantity of units of said 
good or service required to be purchased at said purchasing time as defined by 
one or more purchase orders relating to said purchasing time (Hahn-Carlson: at 
least paragraph 0031, "The prices may be set, for example, using predetermined 
prices agreed to by the buyer and seller involved in the transaction. In another 
implementation, pricing arrangements such as quantity discounts , group 
discounts and conditional price variances are further automatically implemented 
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in response to the transaction information and the approved contract details in 
the central transaction management arrangement."), 

• Means for accessing details of terms under which said good or service may be 
purchased from each of said potential suppliers at said purchasing time (Hahn- 
Carlson: at least paragraph 0031), and 

• Means for providing an indication of one or more consequences of allocating 
portions of said total quantity to be purchased among said plurality of potential 
suppliers (Hahn-Carlson: at least paragraph 0050, "The pricing rules may also 
include, for example, prices associated with a particular quantity of products, with 
different per-product prices being assigned for particular quantities of products."). 
The Examiner notes, claim 1 recites an apparatus for use in making a purchase 

decision regarding purchase of a plurality of units of a good or service at a particular 
purchasing time from a plurality of potential suppliers. This constitutes a statement of 
intended use, and does not limit the scope of the claim. 

Referring to claim 2 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus wherein said 
terms are defined in contracts, with at least one contract being established in respect of 
each of said potential suppliers (Hahn-Carlson: at least paragraph 0062). 



Referring to claim 3 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus including a 
contract repository in which details of each contract established in respect of said 
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suppliers are stored (Hahn-Carlson: at least Fig. 2, "Collaborative Contracts Manager 
210"). 

Referring to claim 4 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus wherein each 
contract is encoded prior to storage (Hahn-Carlson: at least paragraph 0057). 

Referring to claim 5 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus wherein each 
contract is encoded as a record prior to storage, each record including one or more of a 
unique contract identifier, a start date and an end date of the contract, a good type, and 
a delivery location (Hahn-Carlson: at least claim 1 1 , "...wherein the computer and 
communications node includes a pricing engine programmed to use business rules and 
transaction information to derive a pricing term for a transaction, the transaction 
information including at least one of: a contract identifier for the transaction, an item 
identifier for an item being sold, quantity and order date."). 

Referring to claim 6 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus wherein said 
terms are included in said encoded contract record (Hahn-Carlson: at least paragraph 
0057). 

Referring to claim 7 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus wherein said 
terms include a volume discount expressed as a discount function, defining a discount 
as a function of a quantity of said good or service (Hahn-Carlson: at least paragraph 
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0031, "The prices may be set, for example, using predetermined prices agreed to by the 
buyer and seller involved in the transaction. In another implementation, pricing 
arrangements such as quantity discounts , group discounts and conditional price 
variances are further automatically implemented in response to the transaction 
information and the approved contract details in the central transaction management 
arrangement."). 

Referring to claim 8 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus including 
means for storing details of said one or more purchase orders (Hahn-Carlson: at least 
Fig. 2). 

Referring to claim 9 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus wherein the or 
each purchase order is encoded prior to storage thereof (Hahn-Carlson: at least 
paragraph 0057). 

Referring to claim 10 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus wherein 
each purchase order is encoded in terms of one or more of an order due date, a good 
type, a quantity of the good specified in the purchase order, and a buyer location (Hahn- 
Carlson: at least claim 11, "...wherein the computer and communications node includes 
a pricing engine programmed to use business rules and transaction information to 
derive a pricing term for a transaction, the transaction information including at least one 
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of: a contract identifier for the transaction, an item identifier for an item being sold, 
quantity and order date."). 

Referring to claim 11 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus including a 
linking table for recording links between contracts and purchase orders (Hahn-Carlson: 
at least paragraph 0051). 

Referring to claim 12 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus in which an 
aggregated quantity of goods or services purchased in respect of each contract is 
stored in said linking table (Hahn-Carlson: at least paragraph 0051). 

Referring to claim 13 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus including a 
procurement decision interface which provides a visual indication of said consequences 
(Hahn-Carlson: at least paragraph 0041). 

Referring to claim 14 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus wherein said 
procurement decision interface provides an indication of an average price per unit of a 
good required to be purchased, given that the total quantity of goods required at a 
specific purchasing time is allocated between a selected set of contracts in quantities 
prescribed by a user (Hahn-Carlson: at least paragraph 0041). 
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Referring to claim 15 . Hahn-Carlson further discloses an apparatus including a 
data structure for storing a repository of demand schedules (Hahn-Carlson: at least 
paragraph 0063, "A variety of contract terms can be updated, such as contract eligibility, 
product availability , product price, price effective dates and tier eligibility."). 

Referring to claim 17 . The limitations of claim 17 closely parallel those of claim 
1 . Claim 17 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth above in claim 1 . 

The Examiner notes, claim 17 recites a method for use in making a purchase 
decision regarding purchase of a plurality of units of a good or service at a particular 
purchasing time from a plurality of potential suppliers. This constitutes a statement of 
intended use, and does not limit the scope of the claim. 

Referring to claim 19 . The limitations of claim 19 closely parallel those of claim 1 
and 11-14. Claim 19 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth above in claim 1 
and 11-14. 

The Examiner notes, claim 19 recites an apparatus for use in making a purchase 
decision regarding purchase of a plurality of units of a good or service at a particular 
purchasing time from a plurality of potential suppliers. This constitutes a statement of 
intended use, and does not limit the scope of the claim. 



Referring to claim 20 . The limitations of claim 20 closely parallel those of claim 
1 . Claim 20 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth above in claim 1 . 
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The Examiner notes, claim 20 recites an apparatus for use in making a purchase 
decision regarding purchase of a plurality of units of a good or service at a current 
purchasing time from a plurality of potential suppliers. This constitutes a statement of 
intended use, and does not limit the scope of the claim. 

Referring to claims 21-26 . The limitations of claims 21-26 closely parallel those 
of claims 1-15. Claims 21-26 are rejected under the same rationale as set forth above 
in claims 1-15. 

Referring to claim 27 . The limitations of claim 27 closely parallel those of claim 
1 . Claim 27 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth above in claim 1 . 

The Examiner notes, claim 27 recites a method for use in making a purchase 
decision regarding purchase of a plurality of units of a good or service from a plurality of 
potential suppliers at each of a plurality of purchasing times within a predetermined 
period. This constitutes a statement of intended use, and does not limit the scope of the 
claim. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kuelbs et al. t U.S. Patent No. 6,954,734 B1 , October 11, 2005, discloses a 
method of producing, selling, and distributing articles of manufacture. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew S. Gart whose telephone number is 571-273- 
3955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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